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Readings for the Paper –
Peerings from within the Royal Arch

Haggai Chapter 1. 1-8
In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came
the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor
of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying,
Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that
the Lord’s house should be built.
Then came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying,
Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your ceiled houses, and this house lie waste?
Now, therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways.
Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are
not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages
earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.
Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways.
Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it,
and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.
Haggai, Chapter 2. 1-9
In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the
Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying,
Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of
Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying,
Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? And do ye see it now? Is it not
in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?
Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech,
the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work: for I am
with you, saith the Lord of hosts:
According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit
remaineth among you: fear ye not.
For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;
And I will shake the nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill the house
with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.
The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.
The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and
in this place will I gave peace, saith the Lord of hosts.
First Epistle of Peter, Chapter 2. 1-17
Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speaking,
As newborn babies, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and
precious,
Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone,
elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the
stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner.
And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which be disobedient:
whereunto also they were appointed.
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light:
Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which
war against the soul;
Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles; that, whereas they speak against you
as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of
visitation.
Submit yourself to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as
supreme,
Or unto governors, as, unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and
for the praise of them that do well.
For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish
men:
As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.
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